REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 5-13, 15-24, 26, 27, 28 and 35-38 are now pending in the 
application. Claims 3, 4, 14, 25 and 29-34 have been canceled without prejudice to or 
disclaimer of the subject matter contained therein. Claims 1, 7. 8, 12, 13, 15, 16, 26, 
27. 28 and 35 have been amended. Claims 36, 37 and 38 are new. Support for the 
new and amended claims can be found throughout the application as originally filed and 
therefore no new matter has been added. Applicant has amended the claims and 
presented new claims based on the suggestions from the Examiner. The Office is 
respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw the rejections in view of the 
amendments and remarks contained herein. 

Contact with Examinb^ 

Applicant thanks the Examiner. Christopher D. Prone, for the courtesies extended 
during a telephone call conducted on October 4, 2007. During the call, the outstanding 
Office Action was discussed, particularly those portions advising Applicant to recite in the 
independent claims limitations refem'ng to the cabling system and the flexible joint. The 
Examiner explained that the cable connection limitations and/or the flexible joint limitations 
were meant as merely suggestions In the Office Action and not as a rigorous requirement to 
be included in each of the independent claims. The Examiner indicated that other temis 
instead of cable could be used, but the Examiner noted threaded rods in the art. In addition, 
the Examiner indicated that the word articulable was better suited than flexible when 
modifying joint in the claims. 
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The Examiner indicated that he would contact Applicant with an Examiner's 
amendment if any further changes were needed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Office Action states that Claims 14-16 and 18-20 would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form. The Office Action also indicates that Claim 11 is allowed. 
Accordingly, Applicant has amended Claim 13 to include the limitations of Claim 14. In 
addition, Applicant has added new Claim 36, which is Claim 13 and Claim 18 presented in 
independent form. Therefore, Claims 13, 15-20 and 36-38 should now be in condition for 
allowance. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. S 102 

Claims 1-10. 12, 13. 17, 21-28 and 35 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Justin (U.S. Pat. No. 5,704,939). This rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

Applicant has amended Claims 1, 7, 8, 12, 13, 15, 16, 26. 27, 28 and 35 based 
on the suggestions from the Examiner. As such. Applicant submits that Claims 1, 7, 8, 
13 and 35 should be in condition for allowance. Claims 2, 5. 6, 9. 10. 12. 15-24, 26. 27 
and 28 depend either directly or Indirectly from the above independent claims and, 
therefore, should be in condition for allowance for at least the above reasons. 

New independent Claim 36 recites the limitations of allowed Claim 18 in 
independent form. Claims 37 and 38 depend from Claim 36. As such. Applicant has 
amended the daims based on the suggestions from the Examiner. In addition, as best 
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understood by Applicant, Justin does not teach or suggest the limitations as recited in 
Claims 1-10. 12, 13. 17, 21-28 and 35. For at least the above reasons, the pending 
claims should be in condition for allowance and the Office is respectfully requested to 
reconsider and withdraw the above rejection. 

Conclusion 

It is believed that all of the stated grounds of rejection have been properly 
traversed. Applicant therefore respectfully requests that the Office reconsider and 
withdraw all presently outstanding rejections. It is believed that a full and complete 
response has been made to the outstanding Office Action and the present application is 
in condition for allowance. Thus, prompt and favorable consideration of this 
amendment is respectfully requested. If the Examiner believes that personal 
communication will expedite prosecution of this application, the Examiner is always 
invited to telephone the undersigned at (248) 641-1600. 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.LC. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 
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Respectfully submitted. 





ftichard W. Warner 
Reg. No. 38,043 
Joshua B. Dobrowitsky 
Reg. No. 51, 288 



